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PKENEKYATKHV OFTHK DEAD.

Exlraordlna;; Rtinlla of '. New,
CbrmlCKl Proeenn-Bodle* Kept
In Goo* Condition lor .tlonttiM
by Ode Application ol t Liquid
. Decomposition Entirely I're-
vented, or Arretted Alter it ha*

at".
Frantk« NeW Tork Poet -j,.,
A new method log the, preaervation of

the human body after death has lately
been employed in thia city with astonish¬
ing results. It had previously been tried
in Sid Francisco and Ht. LpuU, but only
a all|bt jJegrpe of publicity wu givep to
the experiments. Io;..thia city the mat.
ter baa v purposely been kept from the
preaa until arrangementa for the general
oae of tbe prooee* were perfected. Tbese
detail* having been adjusted, the lnveii*
tor of the met&od and hlaagentaare now

willing (hat, the fulleat information on

the rabfect^hould be given on the public.
The author of thia ducorery ia Dr.

8amuel Bodgerv, lately of San Francisco-
In converaation yfcaterday afternoob with
a repreeentatire of the Evening Pott he
eaid that he had ~&^a practicing pby-
aician fpr eighteen and during the
Imi elevep year%had given mt^ch.atten¬
tion to the.atudy oJ chemialry. Aboat
two /ears ago he made a number q£ ex-

perimanta with a view to tbe preetrva-
tionof meaia by chemical treatment, but
hia success was onjy^ partial. He com¬

pounded a liquid which would keep
meat fresh for tah.. indefinite period, but
it imparled a diaagreeable flavor, and
waa therefore of do. value lor practical
purpoaea.^ Abbot .this time there war;
much diacuaaion in the newspapera and
elsewhere on the subject of cremation, in
consequence of the burning of the body
of the Baron de £alm,. which was per¬
formed, with much ceremony in Pennsyl¬
vania. Tbe chief argument of the advo¬
cates of cremation was tbe fact that it ob-
vieted all the danger to health and the
abock to sentiment which were cauaed by
the1decomposition of the dead,''K]occor-
red tolfe.Bd^g«T«!,lh,»t he had within
hU'grwp the meana of accomplfehingall
toi^cotaltf be gained by cremation in a

ianitiVy point of view, and at the name
time,ot preeervId^TEellwdy after death
without injury to form or feature. He
began experiments for this object,and the
result wm the perfection of the discovery.

Dr. Kodgers prepared a chemical solu¬
tion) which haa been named "allekton,"
from a Greek word meaning "everlast¬
ing w Th* formula for Ita preparation is
a secret. It is * light^/eHow liquid,
with a peculiar smoky odor resembling
the smell of tar. In ordinary caaea.wbere
it ia desired to preserve a body for but
three or four days, it la only beceasary,
Dr. Rodgers says, to;, brush it over with
the liquid, and decomposition !¦ entirely
protected .in tbo hottest weather. At thjft
same time the body is given a wonder¬
fully natural appearance. When the fa¬
tal dUeaie pas of a nature to hasten de¬
composition, or it is desired to preserve
the body for a long period, there igjiome
further treatment. The umbilicus is
slightly punctured with a needle, and,
with a common hand syringe, some of
the liquid is injected into the thoracic
and abdominal cavities. So incision is
made, and there is no Injection into the
.veins or arteries. The whole of thla situ
pie process take* up but twenty or thirty
minutes. It requires, on the aversge,
about a gallon of the liquid, which can

be supplied to undertaken at a cost of
iooly u?e dollars. *

In April, 1877, while living in San
Francuco, Dr. Rodgers obtained tbe body
oj a Swede, named Andrew Brunn, who
died of consumption on the 3d of that
month. Be subjected it to this treatment,
and kept it in bis posession for one hun¬
dred tnd two days. During this period
it ww examined from time to time by a
number of the leading phyaicians and
medical nrofmora in Ssn Francisco, who
furniibed certificates of its excellent con¬

dition; Dr. Washington Ayer, president
of the California State Medical Associa*-
tion, certified that on the sixtieth day li¬
ter the desth'he gave tbe body a careful
examlnptioiMpd, waa unable to detect the
slightesttrace of decomposition; also
that be (oupdtji* limbs a* flexible as in
life, and the muscle* soft. On tbe 21st
of May Dr. R. A McLean made a similar
examination, and certified that tbe body
wm^ an excellent state of preservation;
tber^wssnbodor'Of decomposition, and

MgM and muscle® wereperfect-
I^Dr.Bodg^hi'made some further exper¬
iment* in Californiajuul applied hii pro-

i .- ' »-«L.n tJ.. .k.

1877. The'bodr waa forwarded to rem-

aquid, Maine.the home of Mr. Huev'a
parent^.. The latter sent,a letter to.Dr*
Kodgera gratefully, acknowledging .the'
arrival otjtbe body on the,'lfith oLJalj
ia excellent condition, and saying: '"The
preservation was ao perfect that the bodyj
looked aa. natural as if $ea£h' had only
6ccurred a few, baurj previous.", w.

Dr, Rodgers preferred with,equal suc¬

cess, the bodies of two other persona who
died in San Francisco, and were aent,one
id Otiio and the otfcr to Oregon* ,* He
also preserved^ the UkJj of aDttle'hoy
who died of dlpth'eria. The father of the
boy who is an officer connected with the
City government of*Sfh "Francisco, fur-
Inished a testimonial' that he visited a
vault tour weeks after1 the entombment
abd'fotiwf thVbddy unbhanged.

A! remviable property of theallek-
ton ii its preee'rvatlon of the dead body
in a perfectly flexible condition, and the
fact, aa alleged, that it thoroughly pre¬
serve* the tissue*. Testimony to this ef¬
fect 11 furnished from many aOureM which
are cot likely to be disputed. Dr. Rod¬
ger* went to St. Louie last antnmn, and
obUlned permission to apply the allek-
ton to the bbtiifVof two men whd died in
tbe ttty Hospital, one on thS 11th and
tbe ofhefr on1 tM 2M of'OcfbRer. On the
16th of l**t March' Dr. D. V, Dean, sn-

Krintendfcotof the hospital, reported to
'.'Rodgers. that both bodiea bad lain

exposed to the air to that date, and that
for ooch of' the time the tissue* had been
exposed. Dr. Dean then said:
"¦With the present warm weather the

'bodies are beginning to dry.and the mus¬

cle* have not quite their original red sod
fresh appearance, nor i* their demaroa-

>n quite as distinct aa immediately af-
r death; but there ia not tbe slightest

wJorof the usual dscompoaiUoa of the
bAmsn body."
On the 29th oI March, last, August

Haalr, th» keeper of the deadhonse at tbe
8cL Loul* City Hospital,replied to a not*
of taqoiry from Dr. Rodger* ** follows}
" The bodies are here still. One baa

been dissected and nearly cut to pieces,
but no sign of decomposition anywhere
can be noticed. Tbe interior of chest
and abdomen wa* found in excellent con-
dition; heart, liver, eta.,-* looked nature!
and fresh; lungs were a little collapsed,

i tn K, .zrweted

t*d about six moctbi after death. The
bo well, the most difficult part to preserva,
showed not tbelsast .rldwoe of patrffic¬
tion. All thoee part*.muscles, viscera,
etc., bare been exposed to open air ever
since disaection commenced (December,
2877J, bat no change oocurred, exoepj
that as the tegument was removed they
were disposed to dry op."

AIlcktoo, It Li asserted, not only pre¬
vent* decomposition, but immediately ar¬
rests it at almost any stage, and also part¬
ly or wholly restoree the natural pallor
which succeeds death. Furthermore, Dr.
R6dgeradtolare*,it destroy* all germs of
contaglouH disease with which it cornea in
contact, tbua rendering tbebodieaof per¬
sons who hate died from amallpoz,diph¬
theria, or any form of infection, entirely
innocuous.
In convening on the aubject yesterday

Dr. Kodgera said that animal matter, in
the course of decompoaitioo, always
evolved sulphuretted hydrogen gaa, car*
buretted hydrogen, carbon monoxide, car¬
bon dioxide and ammonia. The su'phuret-
ted hydrogen and the carbon monoxide
were extremely poisonous in their effect*,
the former being one of the principal
causes of putrid fever, and the latter oe-

ing the moat deadly gaa known. ,The
decomponlton of human bodiea, both be-'
fore.buria) and in graveyard*, waa there-
fore a fruitful source of dlaeaae. Ia 1858
eleven graveyards in London were closed
for this reason by a Royal Commlaaion,
He believed that In thla reapecl alone hi*
invention would be of grate benefit to the
Qving, a* a body treated with allekton
would never decompoee, but would only
become oxldittd and slowly waste away
Month* would pas*, however, before aven
this change would be perceptible, and he
(Relieved that If tbe process were renewed
from time (o time a body c'6uld be 'pre?

1"n1ctetrt fro*
allekton, if the statements concerning it
4(e even approximately correct, must be
obvious to any one. In the moat un¬
favorable weather, without tbe use of ice
br removal to an undertaker's a body can
be preserved in perfect condition until
any d»te'de*ired for the funeral, The
bodies of persons whodie at a distaoce
from their /rfendtf, even In a far country,
Can be transported unchanged without
the cost and the mutilation wnicb are lb*
volved Ia the'old method of embalming.
In hospitals' and medical collegee .the
Subject intended fotdiiaection can be pre-
served for monlba until required by the
demonstrators of anatomy.

"D'rt Kodgera came to thia city about
nine monthi ago, and ha* since been using
the allektop in a quiet wav. Most of hi*
trial* have been made at the city Morgoe,
Where be has found much difficulty how¬
ever, in obtaining good subjects, aa the
Best of the 'unclaimed bodies are all
taken by the different medical colleges.
Thi keeper of the Morgoe, Albert N.
White, speakee of tbe new process In
terms of unqualified praise. From bi*
experience of Its use, he testifies that it
preserves the dead body for an indefinite
period, free from tbe slightest offensive
*m«II attendant on putrid decomposition,
and freefrbm any'perceptible change in
the tlaauaf.'. Among the subjects experi¬mented on at the Morgue were the body
of one Michael McGotre preserved from
the 7th of last May till June 25.forty-
nine days.and the bodv of a women,
preserved frd'm May 9 until June 17.
thirty-nine days. The» bodies were ex¬

amined by Professor James Wood, of
Bellevue Medical College, Dr. W. M.
Carpenter. Curator of Anatomy in Belle*
vue Hospital, and many other prominent
physicians: also by a number of well-
known undertakers,among whom were

Stephen Merrltt, Mr. Caatrell and Senior
<1 Warner^ All of these It Is said, were

greatly surprised and interested by the
results of their investigation.
The discovery of Dr. Rodgera having

been brought to the attention of two
business men in this city, Mr. C. N. Mid*
dleton and Mr. Earl Warner, Jr., they
made a thorough investigation of the
matter, and then eecured a contract con¬

stituting them aa the agents for the in¬
troduction of the aliekton into general
we. in companv with these gentlemen
the writer yesterday afternoon visited the
Morgue, where they were joined by Dr.
Rodgera. In a small room in the dead*
house lay three bodies to which the allek-
ton has been applied. One body, that of
& woman, had been dead, the keepers
said, for fourteen daya. Although de¬
composition had set in before the body
was obtained for treatment, there was no

perceptible indications of it, and no trace
of the odor which result* from it The
flesh wan nearly white, and was tirm and
elastic, without a particle of the rigidity
of death. Ail the limb* could be bent
freely, the jointa being perfectly dsxible.
Another body waa that of a man who

died on Monday morning of consumption,
and waa much emaciated from the
disease. It was in the same excellent
condition as the other. The third body,
also well preserved, waa that of a wotuam

who had been dead twelve days. Although
this waa much decomposed and di»co!or
ed, it was said, at the time it was

obtained, the natural death pallor had
been restored, Dr. Rodgers made a

slight incision'in the sole of one of the
feet, and the tissues exposed were red and
fresh looking. It waa alleged that blood
had followed the dissecting knife thirtv
darn after death in subjects thus treated.

It was also said that to prove the
permeation of dead tissues by the aliek¬
ton, which physicians had declared im¬
possible, Dr. Rodgera recently colored
Kome of the fluid, and practically demon¬
strated that it penetrated clear to the
bone.
The writer tWn accompanied Mr. Mid-

dleton to the undertaker's shop of 8tephenMerritt, wheri be was shown, in a glass-
covered coffio. the body of a woman,
which waa in the same good condition as

the other bodies examined. This woman,
be was assured, had been dea<f exactly,
thirtv-one days. She had been dead
two days and the bo3y"ha3 begun to de¬
compose when the aliekton was ipplied,
and it'had ever since then lain in Mr.
Merritt's establishment.
Mr. Middleton said that he and bis aa-

sociates were now ready to give all the
information in their power to any person
interested in the subject, and that thev
desired the most careful inveatgation of
the process and its results.
in The mdst interesting case of the use of
<the allekton in this city waa In the family
of a wealthy gentleman living In West
Forty-seventh street, who e name was

given to the writer. The wife of this
g®t!eman, who is a retired merchant,
died*on the 28th of last May. He waa

devotedly attached to her. and as both
hadVstrong fear of burial alive, each
bad promised that the one who died first
should be kept six days before the funeral.
The Wife's body waa given into the charge
ofMr. Merritt, with instructions to make
every effort for us preservation. AH the
usual methods were tried, but, In con¬

sequence ol the nature of the fever which
caused the death, decomposition began on

the third day. Mr. Merritt then applied
to Dr. Rodgers, and the latter treated the
body with aliekton, belng»occupied in the
task only twenty mlnutet. The entomb
msnt, at Woodlawn, took place on June
3. A week ago last Tuesday an associate
ot Dr. Rodgers visited the tomb with the
husband, and the latter kissed his dead
wife's fprehead. The body waa unchang¬
ed, except that the finger* had slightly
wasted. On Sunday last the husband
took bis little bov. three jjears old, to the
tomb, and the child recognised his mother.
The silver plate on the inside of ths
cofen U said to bs as bright as 90 th*day
of1 the funeral, althougLthe sulphuretted
hydrogen gas which Is generated bv
decomposition would have turned il
black within twenty-four hours.

If Kearney's speech, as reported, ii
Ksarney's speech as delivered, Kearnej
may be relied on to kill himself off. A
man who never drinlts, and yet who calU
Ben Butler "the galUnt, the gifted, tbi
generous, the chivalrous, the white-plum
ed Navarre of the rostrum," is beyonc
the reach of the Danbury Aewi.man, atk
may safely defy alUht,wlta of ths pre*
to make him more ridiculous (has he is
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that ii the epirit. LAPl'1101
The question now was "la Man a Spir¬

it?" The speaker thought he waa, yet, aa

hewaa invisible, he of course could not
be seen. We can look in through the
window of the sparkling eye and know
that there is a man in there. The spirit
of man has a machine.the human frame
.to get about with. When be wants to
go to Europe he tells his body to get up
and go. [Laughter.] Is not the spirit
different from the fl*«h and blood? We
know it. [Applause] Every eevenyesrs
there is an entire change in the body, but
(he man stays. [Laughter and applause.]
The plctnre gallery of the soul i* larger
than all the picture gallerien of the
world, and it is not a material construc¬
tion. We mav know this spirit is older
tbanmatter. The soul is distinct from the
body. Man belongs to theipiritual realm.
All this we find as the result of pure rea¬

soning. When the body perishes, what
after? Does it have an/ effect on the
soul? When the musical instrument is

destroyed, does it follow that the player
is destroyed ? Destroy the body of the
lover who whispers sweet word* to his
mistress, and you do not destroy him.
There are thing* a man can do without
eye*, or ears or hands. He can live in
two worlds. He cannot eat corn, but he
moat raise it to feed to hia machine.
[ Laughter.] The Bishop said; "I under
take to say that I can live without the
body after death, and I expect to." [Ap¬
plause.]

Printing by Hater Power.
During the last week the power by

which the Herald ha* been printed baa
been a thirty-inch (single) water motor.
It ia a little machine taking up no more

room than a farmer's grindstone, and ia
rather ornamental than otherwise. But
small, compact and simple aa it is, it is
one of the great inventiona of £he age,
being a triumph in the application of
hydraulics and the inventor** art. It ia
supplied with water from the mains, and
the stream used passes through a tip
through which an ordinary Faber pencil
will barely pass. The power is obtained
from the pressure, which, we understand,
ia about fifty pounds at thia point. The
full capacity of tne motor we do not know,
bpt the power is more than we have anv

use for at present.. Smali aa the jet ia
that turna it, one-hall of the force is suffi¬
cient for our purposes, aa with it one
thousand Heralds an hour can be printed.Probably double the speed coula be ob*
tained it necessary. It is a pleaaure to
watch the motor work, it performs its
duty with such ease and f>eriect regular¬
ity, and ia so quiet about it. There ia no
"Bring up," no wailing for steam, no

smoke, no dust, no heat, no danger of an

explosion, no engineer, no unpleaaant
smell, nothing about it that ia dangeroua
or disagreeable. You simply turn a

hand wheel aod work begins, the power
and speed being regulated at will by the
little wheel opening and closing the valve
that controls the water..Salt Lake Herald.

Ol lt 111*EN IS FBARl'E.

Commendation* of Foreign Wine
Jndge»-U*e ol American

Vine*.
WaaButorov, August 12..A letter to

the Commissioner ot Agriculture from
Dr. Mnrtrie, agent of the Department
of Agriculture at the Paris Exposition,
.ays:
"There will be a Wine Growers' Con¬

gress at Montpelier, France in Septem-
bar, and I have been requested to furnish
the namea of Americans who should be
invited to attend. I hope to be able to
go there at that time to see all that they
have already told me something about.
During the f>a«t two weeka I have had
the leading wine grower* come and aam-

pie our wines. Representative* of the
various districts of France, Germany and
Austria have been here for the purpose;
aod with the exception of thoee from
Bordeaux all were very well pleased aod
considered some of the qualities as good
aa French wine*. The Cvnthiana, Jic-

i ques, Norton's Virginia, Herbemont and
» Hermann grapea are the favorite* of the
one hundred and eighty varieties of

I American vine* grown at Montpelier,
where they use our vigoroaa atocka on

, which to graft French vlaea aaa remedy
|or the phylloxera."
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